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There will be no club meeting this month as I couldn’t find a meeting room.  We will get together in 

November 

 

The annual AMA District IX Club Officer’s meeting will be held on Dec 10
th

 at Wings over the Rockies 

museum.  All club officers are invited to attend.  The time is 10:00AM to 2:00 PM.   

Rick McCaskill  will be posting the meetings and agenda on the District IX Facebook page event calendar 

(https://www.facebook.com/AMADISTRICTIX/), so watch the site for more details on the meeting as it gets 

closer.   

Please let myself or Jim Monaco know of any issues, questions or concerns that we should address at these 

meetings.  These meetings are for us to learn what is happening with AMA  and for us to meet other club 

leaders and learn from each other. 

 

Club Officer Nominations: 

I have been president for two years now and I think it is right to pass the baton to another worthy individual.  

I will still be involved with the club as a CD but I need to take a break.  I am accepting volunteers for 

President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  These jobs aren’t hard and they only take a few hours a 

month.  Please call me or drop me an e-mail to volunteer or put someone else’s name into nomination.  This 

is a great chance to give back to the club and make things the way you want them. 

 

Contest Report August 13
th

 F3K 

It was a great day for flying and there was some amazing air.  We had big air and some amazing sink.  

Everyone had rounds where they were getting sub 1 minute flights and then the lift came through and you 

wondered if you would get your plane back. That's why we fly man on man.   

John and Reid tangled up for one mid-air. Reid now has to do some wing repair on his Snipe. Don't feel too 

bad for Reid, he has a entire stable of various Snipes. This won't stop him from flying. 

 

Bill missed a round because he had one hard landing that ripped out a control horn and smooshed the nose on 

his plane. I expect he will have that repaired and be back to flying soon.   

We had planned on flying 8 rounds but the sod farm sprinkler chased us off the field. We barely had time 

after round 7 to pack up our gear and tents. I had to drive off the field through a messy car wash. Note that 

the water that is used to irrigate the sod farm is pretty dirty. Off to the real car wash!   

Here are the results. Congratulations to Bowdie who had a perfect 6000 points for the contest for 7 rounds. 

His drop round was a 1000 This guy is good! John Jonke came in second with a 97.82% and Reid Roberts 

was third with 96.53%. 

A number of us F3K pilots  have been using the new FlyDream stopwatches which automatically sync with 

the contest timer from F3KMaster.  It makes timing simple and the watches store sequential flights.   

https://www.facebook.com/AMADISTRICTIX/


It makes it much easier to record multiple flights and monitor the actual flight window.  Check them out 

here: 

http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=2521220&highlight=f3k+stopwatch#post32926599 

 

 

Results Aug 13
th

 F3K 

 
 

 

 

 

Contest Report for Blue Skies Over Co. Sept 17 

 

After a rough start and projected low attendance, we decided to change the format.  Blue Skies turned into a 

one day affair with a very low entry fee ($5.00).  We ended up with 12 people signed up and 11 showed up to 

fly.  We even talked Adrian Dybwad into coming over from Utah. Adrian brought his score sheet printer 

setup with him so before each round, you just punched your name on a tablet computer and a ticket printer 

spit out your score sheet for that round.  Very slick!  We pushed the envelope and flew hard for 11 rounds.  

We still left the field by 4:00.  John Lovins was the CD and he did not advertise the tasks in advance.  He 

picked tasks based on conditions and it made for some interesting rounds.  When the air was good, John 

selected hard tasks and when the air was bad, John again picked some hard tasks. You would think a 1:30 call 

in Poker would be a pretty safe bet but not so.  At times it was only one-minute air.  After 10 rounds, John 

Lovins called a break to see if the pilots wanted to fly another round.  Reid was all gung-ho to keep flying 

but Jon Padilla figured 10 was enough.  What they didn’t know was that Jon and Reid were tied as far as 

points but Reid had the higher dropped round effectively making him the winner of BSOC at this point.  We 

asked for a show of hands and by a 5 to 4 verdict, we continued for one more round. John Lovins called 

Poker and guess what?  Reids’ lowest score of the day was this round and Jon won his round.  End result was 

Jon walked away with the win and Reid came in second  and John Jonke came in third.  Be careful for what 

you wish for next time Reid.   

 

 

 

 

We found that a one-day contest worked well for the Blue Skies event and it resulted in a greater turnout at 

least from local flyers.  We will work to schedule a better date/dates for BSOC for next year in coordination 

with the CDs from Utah, New Mexico and Arizona so events are spread out and don’t conflict with other 

DLG events. 

http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=2521220&highlight=f3k+stopwatch#post32926599


 

 

One last thing, George Messer sat on a rattlesnake for 10 – 15 minutes without getting bit.  Ask him about it 

sometime.  
 

 
 

Thanks to all the timers who launched for me while my shoulder is healing.   
 

 

Results for Blue Skies Over Colorado 2016 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 

Remind me to take any future pictures with the subjects facing the sun. 

 

Note:  We have a new member.  His name is Steven Tarr (goes by “Tarr”) and he is just getting started in 

DLGs.  He has a Fling and a Whipit.  He plans to work his way up to DLGs and who knows where from 

there.  Does anyone have a beginner level DLG (Right Handed) that needs a new home? 



 

Our next F5J contest will be Oct 9
th

 with Lenny as CD.  The next DLG contest will be Oct 15
th

 and I will be 

the CD.  There is no Open /F3J contest schedule in October. 

 

Present membership is 41 members.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Fli5m3B2hEJ_B5ATYzHLI9xdCKxH6rHq_H1plpTrino/edit?pref=

2&pli=1#gid=1418976727 . 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Bob Pederson 

(bpedersn@colomail.com) 

970-532-3437 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Fli5m3B2hEJ_B5ATYzHLI9xdCKxH6rHq_H1plpTrino/edit?pref=2&pli=1#gid=1418976727
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Fli5m3B2hEJ_B5ATYzHLI9xdCKxH6rHq_H1plpTrino/edit?pref=2&pli=1#gid=1418976727
mailto:bpedersn@colomail.com


 
 
 

September F5J Fun Fly -- Lenny Keer, CD 

 
We had a great F5J fun fly on Saturday, September 24th.  A cold front overnight put an end to the hot, late 

summer weather, but rewarded us with a very pleasant sunny day.  9 pilots came out with a variety of models 

ranging from Xplorers and Perfections to a stock Radian.  The air was occasionally very good, but mostly 

somewhat challenging.  One round the air was so bad that nobody made over 4 minutes.  That's what keeps 

soaring so interesting!  John Lovins had to leave early, so his score would have been higher if he had flown 

the last 3 rounds.  Gary Baughman came out to see what this "F5J stuff" was all about.  He brought out an 

old stock Radian to join the fun.  He did very well in the earlier rounds when the wind was light, and a 

couple of times the Radian was the highest plane in the air.  As the wind picked up in later rounds, the 

Radian struggled a bit, but still did surprisingly well for a foamy!  Wayne Angevine's trusty balsa Bubble 

Dancer again proved to be very competitive with the latest molded airframes.  Jim Rogers joined us, flying 

from a high start.  He elected to assume a 100M launch each time instead of measuring the actual launch 

height with an F5J logger, so that probably hurt his score some.  In F5J scoring, each pilot's lowest score is 

dropped after 5 rounds.  This was great for Jim Monaco and he was in the lead after the 5th round.  Jim's 

hopes of a win were dashed in the last round though, as Reid found a bit more lift than the rest of us and won 

that group.  Congratulations to Bruce for the win, flying an old Pike Perfect that was converted to electric 

earlier this year.  Thanks also to John Hsu's wife Erin, who helped out with scoring all day!  It was a fun E-

soaring day!  

 

 

Some interesting data:  The lowest launch altitude to max the 10-minute flight was 96M (Bruce 

and Reid).  The average launch altitude for the winners of each group was 115M. 
 
 

    
[F5J Fun Fly 9/24/2016] 

  

          

          
Rank Name 

 
Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Rnd5 Rnd6 

 
1 MARTIN, Bruce 4972.1 1000 1000 997.4 1000 974.7 597.1 

 
2 ROBERTS, Reid 4919.5 920.4 1000 936.8 982.7 1000 1000 

 
3 HSU, John 4744.9 882.4 942.2 981 767.1 939.3 1000 

 
4 KEER, Lenny 4521.3 978.5 993.9 982.3 356.2 989 577.6 

 
5 MONACO, Jim 4518.9 1000 0 1000 1000 1000 518.9 

 
6 ROGERS, Jim 4047.7 676.5 956.3 982.3 49.3 926.2 506.4 

 
7 ANGEVINE, Wayne 3732.4 647.7 710.2 970.5 930.1 292.6 473.9 

 
8 LOVINS, John 2637.6 678.7 958.9 1000 0 0 0 

 
9 BAUGHMAN, Gary 2365 887.2 529.3 193.9 564.4 177.3 190.2  
 
 



 
 
 
 

RMSA F5J Contest Sunday October 9th 2016 
 
Pilots Meeting: 9:00 
 
 
The October contest will be using the F5J electric thermal soaring format. Any electric 
sailplane can be used. Each model will need an F5J altitude logger, but I will have a 
couple of spares to loan out if needed. (CAM-F5J recommended for simplicity, or Altis 
V4+ recommended for more features) The flight task is 10-minute thermal duration with 
a launch height penalty applied. It is suggested to have at least two battery packs for 
your model, and please arrive with batteries charged and ready to fly. 
 
 
Once again, we are going to allow string launched models to compete alongside their 
electric powered cousins, so some out an fly even if you haven't yet got an electric 
sailplane. 
 

1. Pilots choosing to use a string launch shall provide and set up their own hi-start or 
winch, and are responsible for relocating it if the launching direction is changed 
due to wind shift, etc. (Plan to arrive early if you are going to pick up a club winch 
from the trailer.) 

 
2. String launchers will be placed at the end of the flight line to reduce the chance of 

their airborne line becoming a hazard for the other models. 

 
3. The F5J logger needs to connect between your receiver and the ESC. If your 

receiver is easily accessible and has an unused port available, that's fine. If the 
receiver is buried, you can add an extension cable from an unused port. If you 
don't have an open receiver port available, the logger can be placed in line with 
any servo using a Y-connector. The logger will record the launch height 
automatically. 

 
 
Thanks, 
Lenny Keer, CD 



 
Revised contest schedule 

RMSA 2016 Contest Schedule  

Updated 
3/27/2016 
Changes 
In red 

     Date Event Location Description 

 

Thu Feb 18          Sun Feb 21 
F3J in the Desert 

Schnepf Farms, Queen 
Creek, Az. 

  

 Sat Mar 5  Sun Mar 6 F3J in the South Dallas Tx.   

 Sat Mar 5 Pro-Am Contest RMSA Club Field CD Jim Monaco 

 Sun Mar 6 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD Bob Pederson 

 Mar 12 - 13 Arizona Open F3K SAGE Field Marana Az. CD Charles Martin 
 

Sun Mar 20 Open Contest RMSA Club Field CD Jim Rogers 

 Sun Apr 3 Open Contest RMSA Club Field CD Jim Monaco 

 Fri Apr 8 and Sat Apr 9th Red Rocks Utah F3K TS Qualifier St. George Ut. CD Jon Lemon 

 Sun Apr 10 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD Reid Roberts 

 Sat Apr 23 Central California F3J     
 May IHLF Handlaunch Poway, Ca   
 Sat May 7 F5J RMSA Club Field CD Lenny Keer 

 Sat May 14 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD TBA 

 Fri May 28     Sun May 30 F3J in the Rockies F3J Tour event RMSA Club Field CD Jim Monaco 

 Sun June 12 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD  
 Sat June 18 Open Contest RMSA Club Field CD  
 Sun June 25 F3J Chicago   CD  
 Sat July 9 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD  
 Sun July 10 Open Contest RMSA Club Field CD  
 

Sat July 16    Sun July 17 Blue Skies over New Mexico Moriarity, NM   
 

Sat Aug 6 Fun Fly RMSA Club Field 

  Sat Aug 13 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD 

 Sat Aug 20 Open Contest RMSA Club Field CD 

 Sun Sept 11 RMSA/PPSS Challenge Cup RMSA Club Field CD Jim Monaco 

 Sat Sept 17   Sun Sept 18 Blue Skies over Colorado F3K RMSA Club Field CD John Lovins 

 Sat Sept 24   Sun Sept 25 Masters Open Contest  Muncie Indiana   
 Sat Oct 9 F5J RMSA Club Field CD Lenny Keer 

 Sun Oct 16 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD  
 Sat Oct 22   Sun Oct 23 F3J Virginia     
 Sun Nov 6th Open Contest RMSA Club Field CD 

 Sun Nov 13 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD 

 Sat Nov 12, Sun Nov 13 F3J SOCAL 
 

  Sat Dec 10 RMSA Awards Banquet TBD   
 Note:  Additional contests and regional events may be added as the schedule matures.  Fun Flys at the RMSA field 

will be added after the present schedule is firmed up. 
 



 

Rocky Mountain Soaring Association - 2015 

 

RENEWAL ____     NEW MEMBER _____    SPONSOR ________________________ 

  

Please complete the following information for our records: 
  

Family Memberships - Please make and complete a copy for EACH flying family member!  

  

Name : _______________________________________  Need name badge? Yes  
  

  

Address:               

 Year Joined RMSA:______________ 

  

______________________________________________  Home Phone: ___________________ 
  

______________________________________________  Work Phone: ___________________ 
  

  

AMA #:______________        AMA Contest Director?   Yes   No  
  

AMA Class  Open Youth Family           Birth Date: ___/___/_____ 
  

LSF #: _____LSF LEVEL: ___ NSS #: __________ E-Mail: ___________________________ 
  

RMSA Membership Class Senior Only Senior W/Family Associate  Family 

(Note - Senior W/Family receive THERMALS - other Family members check Family Box)  
  

Non-Flying Family members: _____________________________________________________ 
  

RMSA Competition Class   Novice       Sportsman        Master 
  

RMSA Offices Held ______________________________________________________________ 

  

---------------------------------  MODELS OWNED  ------------------------------- 

PLANE              SPAN      COLOR (Top,Bott.,Fuse)   CLASS (Open,HLG,Std..)  FREQUENCY 
  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

  

Interests: Sports Flying T/D contests HLG Contests NSS Soar-ins   F3J 

           F3B  X-C contests  Slope contests  Other_____________________ 

  

Past Achievements:______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Dues:   $  7.50 New Member Initiation Fee      

   $   7.50 Junior - under 17 

   $ 35.00 Senior - individual 17 and over 

   $ 40.00 Family - any number (same address) 

   $  8.00 Associate (newsletter only) 

 Make checks payable to RMSA 

  

Comments and suggestions are ENCOURAGED! Please include these with your form! 

REMEMBER TO SIGN THE FIELD RULES!!! 
Please send to:  

RMSA  

℅ Mark Howard 

19015 W 62
nd

 Ave 

Golden, Co. 80403 

 

 



 

 

 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN SOARING ASSOCIATION FIELD RULES 

1. The sod farm operations take precedence over ALL activities.  We use the field at the convenience of the 

owner. 

2. All members will follow ALL instructions from ANY sod farm personnel without question. 

3. When sod farm operations are occurring during a flying session it is OUR responsibility to ensure that 

we will not interfere with operations.  If it is unclear as to what is happening or where they intend to 

mow or work try to talk to workers or management and always move equipment or vacate the premises if 

necessary.  Some workers do not speak very good English – in that case you must make every effort to 

avoid conflict or interference with operations. 

4. Park only in the designated parking areas   Do not park on grass, dirt or roads. 

5. Avoid setting up on newly seeded areas or young grassy areas.  The nice grassy areas are better to land 

on anyway! 

6. Establish a frequency control pole and tag system! Frequency control is to be in effect at all times!! All 

members will post their frequency control tags on the pole and if there are conflicts, please exercise 

safety sense as well as share the flight time. 

7. Parking and pit areas should be as condensed as possible for the safety of launch and landing. 

8. Establish flight line areas for winch launch, high start launch, and hand launch that are separate for the 

sake of launch, flight & landing safety. 

9. Flying over the parking/pit areas at less than 30 feet is prohibited. Doing so in competition WILL result 

in a zero flight score and during R/R flying a disciplinary action by the club. 

10. No aerobatics or speed runs over the parking/pit/Launch/Landing zones. 

11. Do not launch if a plane is circling in a launch zone: vacate the launch zone as soon as possible if 

someone is waiting to launch. 

12. When entering a thermal occupied by other aircraft, enter in the same direction as the first aircraft 

13. Landing aircraft have the right of way! 

14. In the event of no mechanical retriever, please shag your own chute/line for the flight 

15. Please share the usage of club equipment so that all have equal flight time. 

16. Please be courteous and helpful to your fellow flyers as well as informative to all guests/spectators. 

Enjoy yourself and others!! 

17. Absolutely no debris or trash is to be left on the field! Please take it home with you for disposal. 

18. Make sure that your plane and electronics are airworthy before each flight. Exercise good safety sense in 

your flight 

19. The aircraft will have an identification name/address or AMA number on or in the model in case of loss. 

20. You MUST tag your winch/high start spikes or stakes with fluorescent tape so they are easily spotted on 

the field by all concerned. Members may be fined $10 for each stake or nail not so marked.  Previous 

damage to sod farm equipment from spikes left in the ground has made this rule EXTREMELY 

important. 

21. Absolutely no alcoholic beverages will be consumed, prior to or during participation in any model event 

on the flying field. 

 

I understand and will comply with all RMSA field rules: 

 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Signature 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

President: 

Vice President: 

Secretary: 

Treasurer: 

Past President: 

Bob Pederson 

Jim Monaco 

Mark Howard 

Mark Howard 

Jim Monaco 

 

970-532-3437  
303-906-6965 
720-273-2208 

720-273-2208 

303-906-6965 
 

e-mail to:  bpedersn@colomail.com 

e-mail to: jim@monacocasa.com 

e-mail to:  howard4113@msn.com 

e-mail to:  howard4113@msn.com 

e-mail to: jim@monacocasa.com 
 

Member Support 

Web Site http://www.rmsadenver.com 

 
Directions to Field 

Take I-76 to exit 16. Turn left and follow the frontage road to the stoplight 
and turn east onto 120

th
 eastbound towards the airport.  Take 120

th
 East to 

Tower Rd.   Take 120th east of Tower Rd about 3/4 miles. We fly on the 

North side of 120th which is the SE quadrant of the sod farm. 

Flying for RMSA members and accompanied guests only. 

Chief 

Instructor: 

Field Manager 

Scorekeeper & 

Web master 

Librarian: 

Newsletter: 

 

 

Steve Sunken 

Jim Monaco 

 

Tracy Cochran 

Mark Howard 

 

 

303-477-6184 

303-906-6965 

 

303-934-8838 

720-273-2208 

 

 

flyingdogtwo@comcast.net 

jim@monacocasa.com 
 

Tcochran@idcomm.com 

howard4113@msn.com 

 

Winch Master 
Steve Suntkin 
 

Battery Masters 

Skip Miller 

Mike Verzuh 

Cody Remington 

John Lovins 

Jim Rogers 
 

303-477-6184 
 

flyingdogtwo@cs.com 

 

For Winch Use; 
If you are interested in using a club 

winch please contact Mike for the first 

time, and I will insure you have all the 

details for trailer access. Also if you are 

a new member and have not had a 

winch operation and safety briefing we 

will coordinate that. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Rocky Mountain Soaring Association 

1860 S Vrain St 

Denver CO 80219 
 
Forwarding Address Requested 

 

 

 

First Class Mail 
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