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Jim Smith

Thanks to everyone for organizing and running F3J in the Rockies and Blue Skies over Colorado. Both are
premiere events that would make any club proud. Cody Remington and Bob Pederson deserve special
recognition for CDing the F3J and Blue Skies events respectively. Thanks to Skip Miller too for getting the
Combined Trophy going and even covering the $500.00 award from SMM funds at the contest. I realize that
there is a long list of other contributors who worked diligently behind the scenes and on the field. Thanks to
you guys and ladies as well.

Jim Smith 303-818-7576

Gjs.smith@comcast.net

Sunday July 14-Open Competition—CD Jim Monaco
Format TBD

Sunday July 21st DLG Contest—CD TBD
Format TBD

Contest Report Blue Shies over Colorado

Bob Pedersen

This year BSOC was run over the same weekend as F3J in the Rockies. The intent was to provide the
opportunity for each discipline to experience another type of flying. It proved successful in that at least 7
pilots flew both events.
The F3K contest was held on Sunday and Monday, while Saturday was a practice day for F3K. Old friends
got reacquainted and new friends were made. On Saturday evening a wonderful spaghetti dinner was put on
by Gary Jensen and his wife, Chris.
To all the pilots and spouses who made the effort to participate, Thank you for coming. It was a pleasure to
meet you and get to know you. I was continually amazed (but not surprised) at the level of skill demonstrated
by all the pilots this weekend. I'm sure I speak for RMSA and all the workers who helped out; we enjoyed
hosting this contest and want to see you again next year.
We had some challenging conditions at times which made for an interesting contest. We flew off of the
Northwest sod circle and the conditions there were definitely different from our normal flying site to the
Southeast. Sunday’s tasks proceeded normally until the afternoon when thunder heads and lightening
surrounded us and threatened to stop us from flying. Finally we considered the risk and stopped mid-way
through the 8th round. The high winds on Monday morning really had me worried that we may have to call
the contest early. I didn't want to put planes at risk especially with the NATS coming up next weekend but I
also wanted to provide more opportunities for pilots to fly considering how far everybody had to travel. We
waited and waited until 11:30 and conditions improved enough to restart the contest. We managed to get a
full 9 rounds in of the prelims. Fly-offs were next in some of the best weather of the weekend. Challenging
but good lift made for some very close scores. Thanks to those who stuck it out and waited for conditions to

improve. I understand the concerns of those who decided to leave early and hope to see you again next year.
Shawn Curry took about 500 photos over the weekend. All of his photos from the competition have been
uploaded to his site: http://greencurry.smugmug.com/Discus...-Colorado-2013
The small previews can be right clicked and saved or drag-and-dropped to your computer. All photos are
©Shawn Curry. Full sized (5100x3400 or so pixel depending on which camera was used) high res downloads
and prints for personal use are available through his smugmug site. If you're interested in using any photos
for commercial use or promotion please contact Shawn.
Many thanks to John, Hilda and Alex Lovins for taking care of us with plenty of food for the weekend. We
never wanted for anything to snack on or fill our bellies the entire time. It's great for a CD when someone
volunteers to take care of a task and then just does it. The same appreciation goes out to Gary, Chris and
Kelsey Jensen. Poor Gary was sick as a dog all weekend but he still camped out at the field for 4 days and
helped set up the flying field, sound system, scoring tent and generally was there getting stuff done before I
could ask him. Kelsey, what can I say? Your help with scoring and postings on RCG was impressive. It's just
plain fun working with you every year.
John and Denise Jonke took care of keeping us hydrated and cool all weekend even though life's little
problems prevented John from flying on Monday. Hope you got the leak fixed and starter installed. Denise
took care of registrations so I didn't have to. Thanks.
Shawn Curry and Harold Bailey helped wherever they could and left me standing in the pits amazed at the
support I was getting. With a crew like this, CDing a contest is easy. Dave Runyon did all the setup for
F3KMaster (thanks also to Adrian Dybwad) and F3KScore (thanks Oleg). The new digital clock worked
great and was visible over the entire flying field. Thanks Dave for all your ideas and suggestions.
Lastly, thanks to RMSA, Skip Miller and SMM for organizing and funding the combined F3J In The Rockies
/ BSOC trophy. Jon Padilla was the inaugurating winner and received a trophy and a $500.00 cash award. I
hope this promotes more crossover between the two disciplines.
Preliminary Rounds:

Fly off Rounds:

Tom Siler

George Morris

Jason Friedman

Mike Verzuh

F3J in the Rockies Contest report

CD Cody Remington/Jim Monaco

The F3J in the Rockies event combined with the Blue Skies DLG event was very successful!
The F3J event was very competitive, with very challenging conditions. The forecasts were completely off and we wound up
launching downwind for the entire event. We did a poll of the pilots and they preferred launching downwind to losing the time to
swap – so that is what we did. Cody Remington did a great job as CD and kept thing running very smoothly. Cathy Monaco did
all the scoring and was on top of it all the time.
Daryl Perkins flew lights out during the prelims – his drop was only a 998.33! My flying buddy Jon Padilla was hot on his heels.
The Fly-off rounds on Sat were extremely challenging. I did the honors as CD for the flyoffs so Cody could be a helper on the
field. The downwind launches really hurt during the 15 minute rounds. The wind picked up and there were MANY land outs.
Some groups were won with just a few minutes of air time. At the end the top of the heap was Skip Miller whose motto is:
ALWAYS GET BACK – and he did and it made a big difference. Daryl blew up his new VIXEN – it may have been damaged
during a dust devil event earlier – and could not stand up to a Cody launch…
In typical Colorado fashion – the weather made the flying very interesting for the pilots and the spectators. We had a bunch of
folks come out for the flyoffs and they saw a real flying contest…
Congrats to Skip for besting the best!
Jim
Prelim Standings
Rank Name

Score

Rnd 1

Rnd 2

Rnd 3

Rnd 4

Rnd 5

Rnd 6

Rnd 7

Rnd 8

Rnd 9

Rnd 10 Rnd 11 Rnd 12 Rnd 13

1

Daryl Perkins

11998.79 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 998.33

998.95

2

Jon Padilla

11975.39 1000.00 987.46

1000.00 887.66

1000.00 1000.00 1000.00

3

Mike Verzuh

11753.77 1000.00 998.09

999.25

1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 542.42

758.16

4

Skip Miller

11642.81 1000.00 920.36

1000.00 1000.00 998.77

1000.00 957.85

1000.00 1000.00 993.68

952.88

5

George Morris

11448.94 941.35

992.08

992.10

653.66

952.33

984.43

985.75

246.89

1000.00 986.64

994.65

985.68

980.27

6

Tom Gressman

11443.02 953.75

950.55

979.81

986.88

979.26

982.67

657.59

576.94

997.06

981.55

984.61

990.50

7

Jim McCarthy

11418.39 997.79

987.52

989.54

552.98

972.32

715.03

989.17

775.85

1000.00 1000.00 995.17

997.54

998.46

8

Amy Pool

11353.40 997.58

992.36

989.62

813.09

991.23

994.04

617.37

793.89

989.05

983.06

999.87

994.28

815.33

9

Rick Bothell

11293.61 925.72

945.43

998.59

779.52

999.93

919.72

813.43

402.87

982.67

950.95

993.31

1000.00 984.34

10

Neal Huffman

10996.91 0.00

1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 0.00

999.11

1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 997.80

11

John Lovins

10981.36 997.49

997.68

997.49

999.87

12
13

1000.00 999.35

1000.00 998.27

1000.00 992.75

999.45

391.48

996.38

998.79

819.27

1000.00 999.84

553.51

981.32

998.27

996.24

816.66

696.10

Blayne Chastain 10949.29 988.76

1000.00 810.60

856.55

988.90

484.13

996.01

845.16

675.96

999.25

819.16

968.94

1000.00

Matthew Aurand 10878.34 977.04

981.18

980.30

988.50

985.30

993.29

736.53

0.00

498.22

948.05

989.77

986.74

813.42

14

Mark Howard

10869.35 677.74

985.62

993.66

998.75

984.40

848.15

0.00

983.95

912.55

994.48

961.93

992.49

535.63

15

Kelly Johnson

10776.39 815.35

993.95

812.05

998.43

997.39

927.21

995.57

1000.00 644.43

995.24

601.10

66.69

995.67

16

Tom Siler

10555.99 721.84

999.13

982.38

993.34

999.74

512.22

985.16

698.55

1000.00 967.50

662.95

1000.00

17

Buzz Averill

10482.65 976.43

807.07

992.81

802.91

990.50

878.54

979.66

561.11

609.21

305.71

962.65

959.83

961.93

18

Jim Monaco

10265.20 999.90

1000.00 994.20

993.32

1000.00 648.46

719.81

432.26

991.05

970.52

952.59

457.39

537.96

19

Bruce Twining

10044.78 947.18

989.35

586.15

986.88

955.45

345.30

584.00

608.10

986.56

985.40

626.12

962.28

827.31

20

Jim Rogers

8468.81 376.12

634.56

538.85

942.01

829.43

0.00

973.83

761.98

811.16

825.03

363.19

419.21

993.44

21

Jim Frahm

7662.12 845.50

992.89

993.53

991.05

994.56

991.60

980.56

872.43

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

22

Dennis Clingan

6450.99 385.82

998.15

994.63

971.57

981.47

871.36

964.34

0.00

0.00

283.65

0.00

0.00

0.00

23

Rick Johnston

0.00 0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

24

Team BYE-T6

0.00 0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

545.40

Finals Standings
Rank Name

Score

1

Skip Miller

4356.96 999.83 995.38 1000

2

Jon Padilla

4293.23 1000

3

Mike Verzuh

3898.43 998.16 999.01 289.01 1000

4

Daryl Perkins

3811.99 961.24 1000

5

Tom Gressman

3144.06 984.99 985.21 401.46 170.09 602.31

6

George Morris

Jim Monaco
Technical Consultant

Rnd 1 Rnd 2 Rnd 3 Rnd 4 Rnd 5

0.00 0

361.75 1000

996.53 679.64 864.84 752.22

0

612.25

852.44 998.31 0
0

0

0

1000.00 500.24

1000.00

RMSA E Mail Distribution List
Thanks to the efforts of Jim Monaco, a distribution list to send e-mails to club members has been implanted.
The list is on the RMSA web site under the membership tab. Just copy and paste the list into your e-mail
program. Please do not use the distribution list in the newsletter. Some members do not get the newsletter via
e-mail and there are people who get the newsletter via e-mail who do not want general club messages.
As a courtesy, I have implemented a means for a member to opt-out of the e-mail distribution list. Just send
me an e-mail (briceflyer@q.com) with your request.
Any questions, contact Jim or myself.
Bob Rice, Secretary

FOR SALE
Mueller Escape

$600.00

I've decided I'm never going to finish this plane since I have gotten so heavily involved with DLGs. Got to
pay off my new SuperFr3aK so this has to go.
This would make a great starter F3J ship and is much less expensive than the current crop of F3J ships.
This Escape has been sitting on my building bench for a number of years. I have servos 90% installed. They
are 6 HS85s and two HS55s for the trilerons. The wing harness is built and installed. I used Deans 3-pin
connectors as I had intended to use my old ACE gear on 6-meters. Time marches on and I'm not using that
gear anymore. I can pull the Deans connectors off and re-terminate with standard servo connectors but that
can be negotiated. This plane is pristine except for one bump in the top of the aileron where one of the servo
horns poked slightly through the surface. They should have told me you have to cut them down to length
before you screw them into place Otherwise the plane doesn't have a scratch on it. Price is $600.00.
Call me with questions or for more pix.

Bob Pederson
970-532-3437

____________________________________________________________________
Potpourri
I'm now sitting in the Indianapolis airport waiting for a flight back to Denver after flying F3K hand launch
soaring contest at the NATS. This is the second time that I have been able to attend a NATS competition in

Muncie, Indiana. Since becoming interested in model aviation as a young boy, I have wanted to fly here. My
first competition was at age 65, so please note that it's never too late to do this venue. It attracts a broad array
of pilots, and this year set a fun standard. The oldest DLG pilot was 73 years young from St. Louis, MO. The
youngest competitor was 8 years old from Louisiana. Ryan Gonsulin brought his young son Ryan Jr. to play
with the big boys. Since they are both named Ryan, the younger goes by the nickname "Rymi" (short for
Ryan Michael). Rymi flew an Elf model with excellent precision. He out scored some of the senior pilots,
and maxed one task deep over a heavy tree line. He was the highest model in the air, and made it home
against a strong wind after the risky down wind thermaling. That drew loud applause and whistles from the
crowd. And, he did not damage his plane at any time in the contest. He brought one plane and went home
with one plane!
During the final ceremony Rymi was awarded a trophy, and so was his Dad for placing high in the finals.
The presenter announced that the youth award was to go to an 8 year old; "Rymi" immediately chimed in to
proudly correct the CD that he is in fact 8 1/2 years old but looked like he was "9" years old!!!.........now
that's confidence.
In addition to the Gonsulin family team, the Gavin and Alex Trussell (father-son) team also did fantastic.
Gavin won the National Senior title this year, and his son Alex won the National Junior title; a treasure that
they will always cherish. The Trussel family is now prepared to travel to Denmark in two weeks to compete
in the World Championship. I predict that the USA teams (both Junior and Senior) will do well at the WC
2013. GO America
These two father-son performances made for a special contest this year, which is an example of the unique
and special opportunity to fly in the NATS. This contest always attracts a roster of "The Usual Suspects
NOT". I am glad that I could be there and encourage all model aviation pilots to go to the NATS sometime in
their career. That venue (which includes access to the AMA Museum) is a special treat and will be a lifetime
memory.......guaranteed. It has always been an experience that is unlike any other contest that I have flown.
I flew well for my skills and was in 5th at one point, but still only placed 12th at the end of ten rounds in the
rain delayed contest ...........at least I didn't get trounced by Alex or Rymi !!!
Dave Runyon

RMSA 2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(click for online version that may be more current) Note:-Italicized entries are changes from original

Date

Event

Location

Description

Wed Feb 20

F3J in the Desert

Phoenix

Sat Mar 16

Open Contest

Sod Farm

CD - John Lovins

Sun Mar 17

DLG

Sod Farm

CD -

Sat Mar 23 - Sun Mar 24

Red Rocks Utah DLG

St. George Utah

Sun Apr 7

Open Contest

Sod Farm

Sat Apr 20

DLG

Sod Farm

Sun May 5

Open Contest

Sod Farm

CD - Jim Smith

Sun May 19

DLG

Sod Farm

CD John Jonke

Sun Jun 2

Open Contest

Sod Farm

CD - Jim Monaco

Sun Jun 2

California DLG Challenge

California

Fri Jun 21 - Mon Jun 24

RMSA Soaring Festival

Sod Farm Denver

Sat Jun 29 - Sun Jul 7

NATS

Muncie\, IN

Sat Jul 6 - Sun Jul 7

Blue Skies New Mexico

Moriarty New Mexico

Sun Jul 14

Open Contest

Sod Farm

Sun Jul 21

DLG

Sod Farm

Sun Aug 4

Open Contest

Sod Farm

Sat Aug 17 - Sun Aug 18

F3J New Mexico

ABQ New Mexico

Sun Aug 18

DLG

Sod Farm

Sat Aug 31 - Mon Sep 2

F3J Team Selection

Chicago or Seattle

Sun Sep 8

DLG

Sod Farm

Fri Sep 13 - Sun Sep 15

The Bruce DLG

Louisville\, KY

Sun Sep 15

Open Contest

Sod Farm

Fri Sep 20 - Sun Sep 22

Soaring Masters

Muncie IN

Sun Oct 13

Open Contest

Sod Farm

Sun Oct 20

DLG

Sod Farm

Sat Nov 2 - Sun Nov 3

Blue Skies Arizona

Phoenix AZ

Sun Nov 10

Open Contest

Sod Farm

Sat Nov 16

DLG

Sod Farm

Sun Dec 8

Banquet

TBD

CD - Mike Verzuh

CD -

CD - Jim Monaco

Rocky Mountain Soaring Association - 2012
RENEWAL ____

NEW MEMBER _____ SPONSOR ________________________
Please complete the following information for our records:

Family Memberships - Please make and complete a copy for EACH flying family member!
Name : _______________________________________

Need name badge? Yes

Address:
Year Joined RMSA:______________
______________________________________________ Home Phone: ___________________
______________________________________________ Work Phone: ___________________
AMA #:______________

AMA Contest Director? Yes No

AMA Class Open Youth Family

Birth Date: ___/___/_____

LSF #: _____LSF LEVEL: ___ NSS #: __________ E-Mail: ___________________________
RMSA Membership Class Senior Only Senior W/Family Associate Family
(Note - Senior W/Family receive THERMALS - other Family members check Family Box)
Non-Flying Family members: _____________________________________________________
RMSA Competition Class Novice

Sportsman

Master

RMSA Offices Held ______________________________________________________________
--------------------------------- MODELS OWNED ------------------------------PLANE
SPAN
COLOR (Top,Bott.,Fuse) CLASS (Open,HLG,Std..) FREQUENCY
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Interests: Sports Flying T/D contests HLG Contests NSS Soar-ins F3J
F3B X-C contests Slope contests Other_____________________
Past Achievements:______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Dues:

$ 7.50 New Member Initiation Fee
$ 7.50 Junior - under 17
$ 35.00 Senior - individual 17 and over
$ 40.00 Family - any number (same address)
$ 8.00 Associate (newsletter only)
Make checks payable to RMSA

Comments and suggestions are ENCOURAGED! Please include these with your form!

REMEMBER TO SIGN THE FIELD RULES!!!
Please send to:
℅ Bob Rice

RMSA

1860 S. Vrain St
Denver CO 80219

ROCKY MOUNTAIN SOARING ASSOCIATION FIELD RULES
The sod farm operations take precedence over ALL activities. We use the field at the convenience of the

1.
owner.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

All members will follow ALL instructions from ANY sod farm personnel without question.
When sod farm operations are occurring during a flying session it is OUR responsibility to ensure that we
will not interfere with operations. If it is unclear as to what is happening or where they intend to mow or work try
to talk to workers or management and always move equipment or vacate the premises if necessary. Some workers
do not speak very good English – in that case you must make every effort to avoid conflict or interference with
operations.
Park only in the designated parking areas Do not park on grass, dirt or roads.
Avoid setting up on newly seeded areas or young grassy areas. The nice grassy areas are better to land on
anyway!
Establish a frequency control pole and tag system! Frequency control is to be in effect at all times!! All
members will post their frequency control tags on the pole and if there are conflicts, please exercise safety sense as
well as share the flight time.
Parking and pit areas should be as condensed as possible for the safety of launch and landing.
Establish flight line areas for winch launch, high start launch, and hand launch that are separate for the
sake of launch, flight & landing safety.
Flying over the parking/pit areas at less than 30 feet is prohibited. Doing so in competition WILL result in
a zero flight score and during R/R flying a disciplinary action by the club.
No aerobatics or speed runs over the parking/pit/Launch/Landing zones.
Do not launch if a plane is circling in a launch zone: vacate the launch zone as soon as possible if
someone is waiting to launch.
When entering a thermal occupied by other aircraft, enter in the same direction as the first aircraft
Landing aircraft have the right of way!
In the event of no mechanical retriever, please shag your own chute/line for the flight
Please share the usage of club equipment so that all have equal flight time.
Please be courteous and helpful to your fellow flyers as well as informative to all guests/spectators. Enjoy
yourself and others!!
Absolutely no debris or trash is to be left on the field! Please take it home with you for disposal.
Make sure that your plane and electronics are airworthy before each flight. Exercise good safety sense in
your flight
The aircraft will have an identification name/address or AMA number on or in the model in case of loss.
You MUST tag your winch/high start spikes or stakes with fluorescent tape so they are easily spotted on
the field by all concerned. Members may be fined $10 for each stake or nail not so marked. Previous damage to
sod farm equipment from spikes left in the ground has made this rule EXTREMELY important.
Absolutely no alcoholic beverages will be consumed, prior to or during participation in any model event
on the flying field.
I understand and will comply with all RMSA field rules:

_________________________________________________
Signature

22011
Board Members
President:
Jim Smith

Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Past President:

303-818-7576
303-929-9883
720-581-3099
720-273-2208
303-929-9883

John Lovins
Bob Rice
Mark Howard
John Lovins

e-mail to: Gjs.smith@comcast.net
e-mail to: judcaissons@gmail.com
e-mail to: briceflyer@q.com
e-mail to: howard4113@msn.com
e-mail to: judcaissons@gmail.com

Member Support
Web Site http://www.rmsadenver.com
Chief
970-532-0638
Instructor:
Mike Verzuh
303-477-6184
Field Manager Steve Sunken
303-464-9895
Scorekeeper & Jim Monaco
Web master
303-934-8838
Librarian:
Tracy Cochran
303-948-2576
Newsletter:
Tony O’Hara

303-505-9488 (Pager)

flyingdogtwo@comcast.net
jim@monacocasa.com
Tcochran@idcomm.com
tonyoco@q.com

Winch Master
Steve Suntkin

303-477-6184

Battery Masters
Skip Miller
Mike Verzuh
Cody Remington
John Lovins
Jim Rogers

Rocky Mountain Soaring Association

1860 S Vrain St
Denver CO 80219
Forwarding Address Requested

flyingdogtwo@cs.com
For Winch Use;
If you are interested in using a club
Directions to Field
winch please contact Mike for the first
Take I-76 to exit 16. Turn left and follow the frontage road to the stoplight
time, and I will insure you have all the and turn east onto 120th eastbound towards the airport. Take 120th East to
details for trailer access. Also if you
Tower Rd. Take 120th east of Tower Rd about 3/4 miles. We fly on the
North side of 120th which is the SE quadrant of the sod farm.
are a new member and have not had a
Flying for RMSA members and accompanied guests only.
winch operation and safety briefing we
will coordinate that.

First Class Mail

